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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the following: (1) social and economic status of
agricultural extension stakeholders, ( 2 ) readiness and needs for the utilization of agricultural
information, (3 ) utilization of agricultural information, and (4 ) problems and suggestions on the
utilization of agricultural information. The population and samples in this study consisted of three
groups of agricultural extension stakeholders in Wang Chan District of Rayong Province. These were
(1) the population of 4,308 farmers, 195 samples were selected by using stratified and simple random
sampling methodologies; (2) all of 29 village agricultural volunteers were included in the study without
sampling; and (3 ) five agricultural extensionists of the District Office of Agriculture were the
population and sample. The data were collected by interviewing the farmers and village agricultural
volunteers. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by computerized program
including frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, and standard deviation.
Hence, the data from the agricultural extensionists were collected by conducting group discussion. The
findings of this study were as follows: (1) 57.4% of the farmers were male, with average age at 50.13
years. Most of them were educated at primary level. The average size of their own occupied area was
31.64 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). Most of them were gardeners. The information sources from
whom they had mostly received agricultural information were their neighbors/friends in the same
occupation. They were transferred the knowledge of planting crops at the most level. They mostly
used agricultural information to solve their problems on farming, and suggested about the information
senders at the most level that the senders should have sufficient knowledge and understanding, along
with sufficient information. (2) Most of the village agricultural volunteers were male, with average age
at 51.28 years. Most of them were educated at primary level, or upper secondary level, or equal to this
level. The average size of their own occupied area was 36.14 rai. Most of them were gardeners. The
information sources who were accessible for them at the most level were government officers. It was
mostly the knowledge of planting crops and other agricultural activities. They used agricultural
information for decision making, solving problems on farming, or to improve the quality of agricultural
produces. They suggested about the information senders at the most level that the senders should have
strategy in transferring or presenting the appropriate knowledge. Furthermore (3) it was found that the
knowledge and capability/skills in information technology of agricultural extensionists in old
generation was lower than the young generation, and though they seemed to access information
technology lower than the young generation, but they had more capability to work in the area/field than
young generation.

Keywords: Agricultural information, Agricultural extension system, Rayong Province
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